Six weeks after the terrorist attack on 
the World Trade Center in New York City 
on September 11, hundreds of NJDOT 
employees gathered at the Employee 
Memorial to dedicate a fountain to the 
74 Port Authority of New York and New 
Jersey (PANY &NJ) employees who lost 
their lives. 

“They made the supreme sacrifice 
merely because they showed up for work 
that morning,” said Commissioner James 
Weinstein. 

After the hijacked airliners crashed 
into the World Trade Center towers, the 
200,000 tons of steel, 425,000 cubic 
yards of concrete and the 600,000 square 
feet of glass windows, that once was the 
“twin towers” on the New York skyline, 
collapsed. 

The upper floors, softened by the heat 
of the burning jet fuel, fell first on the 
crash sites below the buildings. 
<n That was the structural damage. In its 
Welder Carl Herman displayed the stars, stripes and American bald eagle on the bicycle racks aftermath, NJDOT set about helping the 


located near the Employee Memorial. Herman, an artist who has painted murals on buildings in people who were in danger. 
New York City, titled his work “United We Stand.” Continued on page 3 
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Retirees 


November 2001 

Richard Mason, after 40 years, 
Construction & Maintenance Technician 
1, Operations; John Walz, after 38 years, 
Sr. Executive, Operations; Richard 
Galimi, after 36 years, Crew Supervisor 
Highway Maintenance, Operations; 
James Rush, after 34 years, Manager 
Construction & Maintenance, Operations; 
Matthew DiBenedetti, after 33 years, 
Project Manager, CPM; Thomas 
Jennings, after 29 years, Area Supervisor 
Highway Maintenance, Operations; and 


Nadja Probola, after 16 years, Support 
Services Representative, MVS. 
December 2001 

Barry Lavine, after 43 years, 


Principal Traffic Investigator, Operations; 


David Majofsky, after 41 years, 
Supervising Engineer 2, Planning and 
Development; Siegfried Brueckner, 
after 40 years, Principal Engineer, CPM; 
Paul Crea, after 40 years, Project 
Engineer, CPM; Gerald MacLeod, after 
40 years, Engineering Technician 1, 
CPM; Raymond Colanduoni, after 37 


Retiree Robert L. Metzgar died May 15 in Voorhees. Survivors include his wife 
Mary, children Michael and Michele, and his brother Dr. Marshall Metzgar. 

U.S. Army veteran of World War II Joseph C. Kanda died October 7 in 
Ewing. The retired Bureau Chief is survived by his wife Josephine, daughters Mary 
Cambridge and Bernadette Tillett, son Michael, brothers Father Frank, Father John 
and Anthony, sisters Mary Stercula and Ann Hritz and grandchildren. 

Retired NJDOT employee Julia Anderson died October 14 in Ewing. The former 
Accident Records employee is survived by her sons Roy and Donald, a sister Emma 
Neil, her brothers John, Joseph and William Farkas and grandchildren. 

Retired NJDOT Engineer Richard Levenduski died October 30 in Hamilton. The 
retired Sergeant Major in the New Jersey National Guard is survived by his wife 
Armida, his son Rick, his daughter Donna Morris, stepdaughters Debra DeBonis, 
Renee Murowski, JoAnn Gibbs and Bernadette Schnider, his brother Ronald G., his 


sister Patricia Vickers and grandchildren. 


Safety first for children 


Effective December 1, 2001, the “8/80 “ rule became law. When traveling in 
a motor vehicle other than a school bus, children who are under the age of eight 
and who weigh less than 80 pounds must be secured in a child oes restraint 


system or booster seat in the rear seat. 


Children who are eight years old but under 18 years must wear a seat belt 
when seated anywhere in a passenger automobile. 
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years, Director, Support Services; 
Charles Combs, after 37 years, Principal 
Engineer, CPM; Robert Horan, after 35 
years, Assistant Engineer, CPM; Bernard 
Manning, after 35 years, Supervisor 
ROW, CPM; Joseph McLaughlin, after 
35 years, Principal Engineer, Operations; 
Henry Renelli, after 32 years, Manager, 
CPM; Robert DiBartolo, after 25 years, 
Manager, CPM; Joan Horn, after 25 
years, Personnel Assistant 2, Human 
Resources; and Beverly McMurray, 
after 15 years, Supervisor 3, MVS. 


Many thanks 


Manager 2 Robert Damiani thanks 
every one who sent their condolences for 
his family’s loss. 

“T appreciate the many prayers, 
expressions of kindness and loving 
support that everyone has extended to 
me and my family in memory of my 
daughter, Jeannine, who lost her life in 
the horrible World Trade Center disaster 
on September 11,” he said. 


Alternate Emergency Management 
Coordinators Jim Badgley, Art Egan and 
Lance Weight work the phones at NJDOT’s 
station in the State Police Emergency 
Operations Center. 


“As a commissioner on the Port 
Authority’s Board of Directors, I 
personally knew many of those who 


perished. I knew where their offices were. 


I knew the work they were involved in. 
I know how dedicated they were,” said 
Weinstein. 

Deputy Commissioner Al Ari praised 
the NJDOT employees for their work in 
building the fountain and the memorial 
and presented them with certificates. 

“Tt was the passing of Louis Caruso 
back in June 1999 that served as the 
catalyst for the building of the Employee 
Memorial,” Ari said. “The names of 32 
former co-workers are inscribed on this 
monument and we remember and pay 
tribute to them today along with our 
colleagues at the Port.” 

Soon after September 11 the same 
employees, who helped build the 
Memorial, tapped their generosity again 
and donated money to the American 
Red Cross Disaster Fund. NJDOT and 
Motor Vehicle Services fund-raisers and 
a donation from the Credit Union totaled 
$18,000. 

Through the many somber moments 
on September 11 and the days that 
followed, NJDOT employees did their 
jobs and more. They worked countless 
hours to keep the transportation arteries 
in the heart of the Northeast Corridor 
operating. 

The following accounts for the efforts 
of some employees and serves as 
examples of the work the thousands of 
others did during this critical time. 


At Headquarters : 
NJDOT employees went into action 
minutes after the initial attack on the 
World Trade Center at 8:45 a.m. Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) contacted the NJ State Police 
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Emergency Operations Center (EOC) for 
assistance from NJDOT when they found 
they couldn’t fly directly into New York 
City. 

The responsibility for responding to 
all transportation-related activities and 
serving as liaison to the state’s Office of 
Emergency Management (OEM) fell on 
NJDOT. 

As a result, Assistant Commissioner 
of Operations Rod Roberson, who also 
serves as NJDOT OEM Coordinator, was 
manning the phones on September 11 
when the Department of Environmental 
Protection called for transport for the 
injured from New York City to Liberty 
State Park. 

Roberson contacted NJ TRANSIT, 
then notified the NJ State Police and DEP 
of when and where help would arrive. 

NJDOT staff at the State Police EOC 
serve as liaison between all state agencies 
and the NJDOT Trenton Emergency 
Control Center (TECC). 

Alternate Emergency Management 
Coordinators at TECC are the DOT 
representatives on each shift and with 
their support staff ensure that requests 
are reasonable, complete and have come 
through the proper channels. 


Micro-electronic Systems Technician Fred 
Harker at the Trenton Emergency Control 
Center, with the live broadcast of the World 
Trade Center in his view, fields calls while 
Equipment Scheduling Clerk Darlene 
Posluszny receives incoming road closing 
information to pass on to the regions. 


They worked three shifts — 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week — coordinating 
information among the regions, traffic 
operations and the EOC. 


Aeronautics S 
The Division of Aeronautics closed 

down all general aviation airports at 

9:25 am, even before the 10 am Federal 


Division of Aeronautics’ Greg McDonough, 
Chief of the Bureau of Inspections and 
Aircraft Operations; Cynthia Taylor, 
Licensing Manager and Bart Ritorto, 
Aeronautical Operations Specialist worked 
the phones round-the-clock. They answered 
aviation questions and concerns from the 
public, pilots and calls from the Federal 
Aviation Administration and the State Police. 


Aviation Administration announcement 
that it was grounding the nation’s 36,000 
daily flights. 

Aeronautics’ employees at 
Headquarters set up a clearinghouse for 
hundreds of aviation questions, 
emergency medical needs and Civil Air 
Patrol missions, working the phones 
around the clock 
Transportation 

“Transportation Systems Planning 
Division employees staffed a special 
carpool hotline and an e-mail link from 
the NJDOT Web site that ran seven days a 
week for 18 hours for several weeks,” said 
Assistant Commissioner Pippa Woods. 

When a single occupant vehicle 
(SOV) ban was implemented at the 
Lincoln Tunnel and other New York- 
bound crossings, NJDOT employees 
offered general highway, bridge, transit 
and tunnel information to 1,200 callers 
each day. 

“The data was entered into a regional 
data base and carpool matches were 
generated,” said Manager Bob Miller. 
“There were 30 employees who worked 
the phones from 6 a.m. to midnight on 
weekdays and from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. on 
weekends.” 


Maritime Resources 2 
The Division of Maritime Resources 
dealt with emergency dredging operations 

so barges could get into side piers to 
remove debris from Ground Zero. 
“Executive Director Rick Gimello and 
Project Managers Scott Douglas and 
Continued on next page 


Truck Drivers Joseph Bogdan and Willie 
Martin of Bridgewater Yard stand ready to 
deploy equipment to locations including the 
Meadowlands staging area. 


Genevieve Boehm handled the logistics 
of transporting ATVs from the John Deere 
Company to Ground Zero to patrol the 
area,” said Deputy Director Mike Riley. 

“We also coordinated with the Army 
Corps of Engineers to replace dredged 
materials,” he said 
From No Soman 

NJDOT’s regional crews were a key 
component in the emergency effort. They 
crossed the state moving equipment to 
and from New York City. Some worked 
24 hours a days, seven days a week 
to facilitate road closings and maintain 
diversions to keep vehicles — and New 
Jersey’s economy — moving. 

Traffic Operations North staff updated 
information on fixed overhead and 
portable variable message signs (VMS) at 
strategic locations in the northern part of 
the state to give the status of bridges, 
tunnels and roadways. 

They broadcast traffic interference 
reports by pager, e-mail and on 530 AM, 
the highway advisory radio frequency. 
They went on a 24-hour, seven-day 
week at the Traffic Operations Center 
in Elmwood Park, which controls the 
overhead VMS and 530 AM and monitors 
all CCTV. 

“To get full coverage, we had to 
divide into two shifts from midnight to 
noon and noon to midnight,” said Project 
Engineer Mark Smith. “Tim Bourne, 
Tim Stewart and Fred Seaman were 
the morning shift operators and John 
Doherty was the dispatcher. For the 
next shift, Jack Stemkowski, John Friel, 
Malelia Wallace and I were operators 
and Stan Paukstis was the dispatcher. 

“We also had liaisons in the Roxbury 
Emergency Control Center around the 
clock: Engineer Jeff Spicka and Project 
Engineer Roger Gilmore,” he said. 

Project Engineer John Gahwyler 
coordinated portable VMS deployment 
and operation and assisted Metro New 
York City emergency agencies at the 
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initial Ground Zero staging areas in New 
Jersey, the Meadowlands in Secaucus and 
Caven Point in Jersey City. 

Bureau Chief Mike Pilsbury 
coordinated with other Operations units 
during the crisis. Emergency Service 
Patrols helped with memorial services in 
Liberty State Park. 

Fernwood garages, Central Region, 
and North Region crews provided torches 
for cutting iron and steel, generators, 
pumps and other equipment to Urban 
Search and Rescue Teams. 

Getting equipment to Ground Zero 
for search, recovery and cleanup 
operations was a huge task. Central 
Region’s Jim Farrell, who brought four 
trucks into Ground Zero joined the 23 

—._ NJDOT employees who 

=. > were involved in the 

\ logistics of 
_ \ cleaning the 
sidewalks of 
debris from the 
destruction of 
the buildings. 
Bridgewater 
Yard was the 
y staging area for 
deploying 
J equipment, 
including VMS and 
light towers to 
New York City. 

Lakehurst Naval 
Base was used as a demobilization center. 
South Region’s Maintenance Supervisor 
Pete Celentano led a convoy of ten 
NJDOT trucks with Crew 413 Supervisor 
Don Bourne from Ground Zero in New 
York to Lakehurst. 

Al Brenner of Central Region 


Central Region’s 
Al Brenner 


Central Region’s Gary Sinko of Crew 331 
walks across Ground Zero after parking a 
NJDOT truck he drove into the site of the 
attack. 


assisted recovery efforts at the New 
Jersey Urban Search and Rescue Unit 
Headquarters at the Jacob Javits Staging 
Center for Ground Zero in Manhattan. 
Brenner, an engineer on the Search 
& Rescue Team formed four years ago, 
was one of three engineers in charge 
of obtaining structural drawings, aerial 
photos, developing plans, organizing 
reconnaissance missions and meeting 
with FEMA structural staff twice each 
day to transfer and obtain information 
about current structural conditions. 
Principal Engineer Mike Moran, 
who initially manned the Regional 
Emergency Control Center (RECC), 
radio room and dispatch center, was 
requested to go to New York City for 
the initial set up of the FEMA Command 
Post which had oversight of all Urban 
Search and Rescue teams. FEMA teams 
were delayed nationwide due to the 
closing of all general aviation airports 
and other transportation difficulties. 
Continued on page 5 


Dana Hecht of Capital Investment & Coordination and Andy Jaeger, CEO of the NJDOT 
Credit Union, presented an $18,000 contribution to David Novak, American Red Cross 
Representative. Hecht organized the spontaneous fund-raiser for relief to victims of the 


attack. 


and I processed abot 16 permits, ” said 
Supervising Engineer Prakashna Bhatt, 


Continued on back page 


Central Region’s Mike Moran stands atop the rubble of the World Trade Center collapse. 
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PANY&NJ Representative Greg Burnham 
thanks NJDOT employees for dedicating the 
Employee Memorial fountain to honor the 
memory of the 74 PANY& NJ colleagues who 
perished in the September 11 attack on the 
World Trade Center. 


The September 11 attacks also 
impacted NJDOT employees and 
colleagues who were working on future 
transportation initiatives. 

When news of the terrorist attack 
reached the 54th Annual North Atlantic 
Transportation Planning Officials 
(NATPO) Conference in Cape May, 
many of the 157 attendees from the 
northeastern states and Canada left the 
conference to get home or because 
they had friends, colleagues or relatives 
involved in the attacks on New York City 
or Washington, D.C. 

Tom Schulze, Executive Director of 
the NY Metropolitan Transportation 


Motor Carriers’ Michelle Curry and Assistant 
Ann Inverso check permit requests. 


Council on the 82nd floor of the World 
Trade Center and a conference attendee, 
received word that most of his staff 
escaped unharmed. Other attendees were 
detained due to flight shutdowns and road 
restrictions. 


